Getting To Know Crockett Dumas and His Horses Up-close and Personal

(AERC 2005 Hall of Fame Inductee)

I have known Crockett since February of 2005 (I met and rode with him on part of the 20-Mule Team 100 in 2005) and I have traveled to their Outlaw Trail ranch in Escalante, Utah on five different occasions.  I have bought a couple of his horses and have conditioned and ridden some of their horses in their Outlaw Trail country.  Crockett and his wife Sharon have definitely become the fastest best friends in just a short amount of time.  Crockett has been a GREAT coach to me with his wealth of knowledge of horses and endurance.

I have found Crockett to be very straight forward and to the point. I never have to worry about what Crockett is thinking about because with him “what you see is what you get” – he basically speaks his mind especially when it comes to the health and well being of a horse during a conditioning ride or in competition.  Crockett has a grand sense of humor, loves to laugh and can talk your ear off on horses, trails and past ride experiences.  He goes out of his way to introduce himself and talk to people not just AT people – Crockett is a true ambassador of AERC.

Crockett is self sufficient when it comes to his horses:

· He has been a farrier for over 38 years,

· He has over 100+ acres in Escalante, Utah where he grows high quality horse hay 

(alfalfa, oat/ regar brome/ orchard grass blends)

· He breeds / breaks / trains and conditions his horses 

· He is knowledgeable of and provides vet care for most health care issues

Crockett is very dedicated to the sport of endurance, his involvement and contributions to the AERC (as past President / Vice-president / AERC Board Member / Trail Committee Founder/ Committee Chairperson) are extensive – quite well deserving of his induction into the AERC Hall of Fame for 2005.  A brief summary (without listing in depth detail):

· AERC Board of Directors – Regional & At Large (1985 – 2000)

· AERC Lifetime Member supporting the organization’s computer program

· Past President of the AERC (1993 and 1994)

· Past Vice-President of the AERC (1991 and 1992)

· Established a partnership between AERC and The American Horse Council

· Established the present AERC Trails Committee in 1983 - Chairperson multiple years (created a charter and procedures guideline for all AERC committees in 1993)

· Initiated the first AERC National Championship with the 1993 AERC CLASSIC EVENT

(now known as the AERC National Championship 100 & 50 Mile Rides)

· Trails advocate for Public Lands (1978 – 2002)

· Retired Forest Ranger – maintaining advisory advocate with FS & BLM

· Originated (1988) and rode the Outlaw Trail multi-day rides (15 consecutive years)

The following data is on Crockett’s incredible ride history

(The statistics below do not reflect pre-1985 AERC records of wins, BC’s or Championships.  Only miles are listed before 1985.  Crockett’s first rides in 1979 were Limited Distance since his First National Champion Sanjur Al Kim was just four years old.  His first 50 as well as 100 was in 1980.  Of his 2,780 pre-1985 miles, 100% were completions, and 2 were 100 miles, 2 were 105.):
Total miles as of March 2006 = 28,610 miles

· 97.2 % ride completion (overall rides = 435, completions = 423)

a)   105 miles: 100% completion (overall 105 miles = 2, completions = 2)

b) 100 miles: 95% completion (overall 100 miles = 72, completions = 68)

c) 85 miles: 100 % completions (overall 85 miles = 3, completions = 3)

d) 75 miles: 100 % completions (overall 75 miles = 20, completions = 20)

e) 60 miles: 96 % completions (overall 60 miles = 45, completions = 43)

f) 55 miles: 98 % completions (overall 55 miles = 123, completions = 120)

g) 50 mile: 98% completions (overall 50 miles = 192, completions = 188)

· 67 wins (1st place)

· 117 Best Conditions (a combined total of 18 horses campaigned by Crockett)

· 332 Top Tens 

{This means every time Crockett enters an endurance ride there’s a 76% chance that he will finish in the top 10.  THIS IS TRULY INCREDIBLE!}

a) 1st Place = 67

b) 2nd Place = 51

c) 3rd Place = 47

d) 4th Place = 50

e) 5th Place = 38

f) 6th Place = 23

g) 7th Place = 22

h) 8th Place = 16

i) 9th Place = 10

j) 10th Place = 6

Sharon has been Crockett’s biggest support base in maintaining the Outlaw Trail Ranch while Crockett goes off to his “vacation” rides.  Sharon has taken time off from riding to recover from knee surgery – she is eager to get back on the trails and start riding again.  When Sharon was informed of Crockett’s induction into the AERC Hall of Fame she was overwhelmed with happiness and tears of joy for Crockett.  Sharon was unable to attend the 2006 AERC convention because a few of the Outlaw Trail brood mares are due to foal and they have over 30 horses to care for.  I asked Sharon how are you two able to maintain over 100 acres of farm land and still find time to enjoy your passion in your endurance horses and attend rides?:

“For Crockett, endurance riding gifted the opportunity to enjoy his horses, the trails, new riders, old friends, and the chance to criticize the ride routes that were on hard pack roads.   Before Crockett retired OR “graduated” in his words, he always said “I ride endurance because it makes me a better boss on Monday morning”.  Now that he has “graduated” to Ranch Ranger, I make sure he doesn’t miss a ride because it makes me a better person!  Whether I go to a ride or get the 

opportunity to stay behind to be “ranch manager” … a great calm comes over me when I see him charge off in quest of another mileage medallion!  Congratulations Crockett, you AND Dale Earnhardt have always been my Hall of Fame.”

An Interview with Crockett:

1) Question: When did you start endurance riding?

    Crockett: Started Endurance riding in 1979.

2) Question:  How did you get interested in horses?

    Crockett: As a NPS Ranger in Glacier National Park I handled one of the "Night of the Grizzlies" cases in 1967 where two women were killed and a man mauled.  After that the NPS asked me to start a Back Country Ranger program to school park visitors/hikers on how to avoid Grizzly bear confrontations.  I was assigned a saddle horse, two pack horses and a little instruction from the NPS packer and sent on my way.  I continued to use horse transportation throughout my career as a Forest Ranger on the Bridger, Boise, Dixie, Idaho Panhandle, Carson and Manti National Forests from 1967 to 2002.

 

 

3) Question: What are your favorite pastimes other than your horses?

    Crockett: With raising, breaking, training, conditioning, shoeing, trimming, doctoring and farming all in the name of producing high quality, line bred endurance horses my favorite pastime is trying to find time to relax on the portal and enjoy the panoramic view of this awesome country.  Oh yeah, and NASCAR!  Weekend races some how blend well into my busy schedule!

 

4) Question: You have competed on 18 different horses for almost 30 years, which horse is / was the most competitive, has the fastest recoveries and any particular horse your favorite?

    Crockett:  

Most competitive:  OT Dejerada Moniet.  She would bite or run anyone off the trail that   tried to pass her near the finish and this was usually Sharon on OT Kid Curry

Fastest recoveries:  OT Dymoni RSI and OT Moniet Nessous

Favorites:  Our National Champions because they were winners that carried weight, ran up front and stayed sound.  Their records are numerous but the following denotes my favorite accomplishment with each:

· OT Dejerada Moniet - 1992 & 93 National Best Condition, 1994 100 mile Heavy Wt. National Champion

· OT Kid Curry (Sharon’s) - Hall of Fame – 1996 National Mileage Champion & 9,000+ mile medallion 

· OT Cassidys Dance - 1994 HWT & National BC Champion and 1999 100 mile Light Weight National Champion @ 17yrs. and achieving her 7,000+ mile medallion

· OT Drkumo RSI - 1996 Jim Jones Stallion & Reserve National Mileage Champion

· OT Sundance - 1998 & 1999 National Best Condition Champion.  1999 100 mile National Heavy Wt. Champion.

· OT Moniet Nessous - 2003 National Best Condition Champion – 2004 National 100 Mile Champion

· OT Etta RSI - 2004 Reserve War Mare – 2004 AERC HWT National 50 mile Champion

· OT Gunplay RSI - 2005 Tevis 15th place in his first 100.

 

5) Question: You have done 72 - 100 milers, which of these 100’s was the most challenging?

    Crockett:

· One of Randy Eiland’s El Paso 100's when I had diarrhea & still won the ride!

· The 2004 Warner Springs 100.  Did not know the course and it was a most challenging one to complete.

· The 2005 Tevis.  My first!  Very challenging but pleasantly enjoyable except for destroying my big toes in the first 200 feet off of Last Chance! In all cases the horse carried me through despite my personal condition!

 

6) Question: Did you have a mentor that taught you about endurance?

    Crockett: My Mentor??!!  

Most noteworthy...although he certainly was not intending to be … was Dave Nicholson DVM.  I learned alot by getting beat by Dave in the '70's & 80’s … to the point I started paying attention and learned how to pace a horse!  

To summarize:

Crockett is legendary in his ride history.  After getting to know Crockett this past year (having ridden / trained / conditioned some of his horses and have bought a couple of his horses) I am convinced that the following are the contributing factors that have led to his success’s, accomplishments and consistency for over 27 consecutive years:

· Crockett’s breeding program (extends to 4 generations of line bred endurance lines).

· His training / conditioning program – Crockett’s training area in Escalante, Utah consists of hundreds of miles of various terrains from sandy washes, switch back trails, rocky terrain, boulders, rivers and canyons with elevation changes from 5000 ft to 12,000 ft. with incredible scenery.

· His extensive knowledge of horses: physiology, psychology, diet and pacing (“sustained energy output NOT constant speed” – a quote from Crockett) during a race.

· He knows the limitations of each of his horse’s capabilities.

· Quote -“Ride your own ride” – Crockett does not rely on other horses / riders to dictate the pace or the race.

· He studies the ride course the day before the ride, pre-rides Championship events whenever possible and always when he is selected to team events.

The goal of the Outlaw Trail breeding program is to produce horses that “could run up front, carry weight, win and stay sound for thousands of miles”.  Crockett’s breeding program originated from the blood lines of Richard Pritzlaff’s importations.  Outlaw Trail horses are bred to carry weight, have exceptional metabolic and cardiovascular recoveries and significant bone structure.  The Outlaw Trail breeding program consists of two breeding lines:

1.)  Line bred Arabians from the Pritzlaff’s 1958 importations – most notably from the exceptional Egyptian Arabians Nazeer, El Seeri, Moniet El Nefous, Bataa and Dahma.  [Example; Shiko Ibn Sheikh is the great grandsire of OT Moniet Nessous, 2003 National Best Condition Champion, with a very high percentage of the same blood throughout Nessous’ damn and his sire, OT Drkumo RSI the 1996 Jim Jones Champion and OT Dymoni RSI the 3rd Jim Jones 2002.]

2.)  “Hybrid” examples: Pritalaff’s Shiko IBN Sheikh (Bint El Bataa X Rashad Ibn Nazeer) sired Sandy Schuler’s RO Shikos Omar, winner of the first FEI World Championship 100 Mile Race, Italy 1987.  Shiko Ibn Sheikh was also the grand sire of Becky Hart’s three time World Champion, RO Grand Sultan.  Outlaw Trail’s Pritzlaff Hybrids with notable endurance credits/championships:  OT Djerada Moniet, OT Sundance, OT Etta RSI, and OT Gunplay RSI.  Pure blood is of foremost importance to produce Hybrid vigor and performance in off spring.

Upon comparing the two breeding lines the general consensus from Crockett and other riders that have ridden Outlaw Trail bred horses are that Crockett’s pure line bred Arabians have a lower working pulse and recover faster, the hybrids get stronger and have a higher endurance threshold capacity at the later part of a 100 mile ride when carrying a heavyweight.

One of Outlaw Trail’s most notable brood mares is O.T. Dejerada Moniet (AKA – Grasshopper) – “an exceptional mare” that achieved the first mare ever to win National Best Condition and the first horse ever to win two and also consecutive year BC Championships.  

Grasshopper has a life time total of 4320 AERC miles: 

· 1992 & 1993 AERC Best Condition Champion

· 25 career Best Conditions, 16 wins, 17 – 2nd, 10 – 3rd, 7 – 4th, 51 Top Five, 56 Top Ten

· 61 rides – 61 completions with only 5 rides out of the Top Ten

· 20 of 20 100 mile rides, 7 wins, 19 Top Five, 1 – 6th, and 6 BC’s

· 6 rides 75 & 80 miles – a first, 2 – 2nd, 2 – 3rd, a 4th & BC

· 20 of 20 rides were 55 or 60 miles with 12 BC’s

Grasshopper was retired to become one of the main foundation mares for Crockett’s breeding program. Two of Grasshopper’s foals are currently racing and are consistently in the top ten and periodically receiving Best Condition awards - O.T. Etta RSI and Crockett’s “new up and coming” O.T. Gunplay RSI (finished 15th, 2005 Tevis, first 100 mile ride as a 6 yr old).  Also, Crockett achieved his 28,000+ miles of competition after completing his first Tevis. From the accomplishments of both Etta and Gunplay it appears that the genetic strength of Grasshopper is very significant.  There are other OT brood mares in his collection that have produced national champions.

The following is a list of Outlaw Trail’s AERC National Champions: O.T. Etta RSI, O.T. Moniet Nessous, O.T. Dymoni RSI, O.T. Kid Curry, O.T. Sundance, O.T. Djerada Moniet, O.T. Cassidy’s Dance, O.T. Drkumo RSI, O.T.Sanjur Al Kim, and O.T. Ramesses Spaaht.  For details of each horse’s championships check out the Outlaw Trail Website www.outlawtrail.com, the accomplishments of these horses are too extensive for this article.

Arnie Garcia

